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— Alvaro Sanchez Virosta A o0 X vy &—¥ -
During my two week stay at Professor Ichii’s lab, CEReS, I had the opportunity to take part in truly

stimulating discussions on environmental monitoring and modeling, and to explore practical ways
to strengthen the connection between ecosystem observations and remote sensing products. Our
exchanges were especially enriching as we worked on refining MODIS based estimates of
evapotranspiration (ET) and gross primary production (GPP) using Eddy Covariance data. We
tested different predictor sets —remote sensing variables, meteorological drivers, and mixed
approaches— as well as several model families (LM and GAM) to improve out of sample
performance. These conversations were not only technically insightful but also broadened my
perspective on how to integrate field observations and satellite derived products more effectively.
Beyond the scientific work, what truly made this stay special was the warmth and generosity of
everyone at CEReS. I carry with me a very fond memory of the entire team. I am especially grateful
to Reina Watanabe, whose kindness and attention to detail made a real difference during busy days
—she always seemed to have a coffee and a snack ready precisely when I needed them most.
I also deeply appreciated the field visit with Taiga Sasagawa, as well as our scientific discussions
and the many cultural (and football) conversations we shared. Those moments added a personal
dimension to the visit that I will remember with genuine affection.
And of course, I want to express my sincere gratitude to Sensei Kazuhito Ichii, whose warm
welcome and thoughtful guidance were essential throughout my stay. His ability to involve his
entire group and create an inclusive, collaborative environment made me feel at home from the
very first day.
I return with a very positive impression of CEReS —not only as a research center of excellence, but
as a community of people who care about each other and about the work they do. I truly hope this
visit marks the beginning of a long term and fruitful collaboration.
You are all very welcome in Spain, and I sincerely hope to see you again soon.

(Dr. Alvaro Sénchez Virosta)
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